Abstract
Introduction

Malignant lymphoma occurs in systemic organs everywhere. Therefore, it is important to carefully determine the appropriate diagnostic measures and treatment. Splenectomy is useful as a diagnostic or a therapeutic method but it is associated with high morbidity and mortality in patients with
F i g u r e 1 . P l a i n CT s h o we d ma s s i v e s p l e n o me g a l y wi t h o u t a p a r t i c u l a r f i n d i n g s u g g e s t i n g ma l i g n a n c y ( A) , h o we v e r , e n h a n c e d CT s c a n n i n g d i d a n i r r e g u l a r l y e n h a n c e d e f f e c t i n s p l e e n ( B ) . Ga l l i u m s c i n t i g r a p h y d e mo n s t r a t e d a b n o r ma l a c c u mu l a t i o n i n t h e h u g e s p l e e n ( C) . T h e r e s e c t e d ma s s i v e s p l e e n we i g h e d 3 , 5 0 0 g ; t h e l o n g i t u d i n a l d i a me t e r wa s 2 9 c m ( D) .
and esophageal varices on gastrofiberscopy. Enhanced CT scanning showed irregular enhancement in the spleen, suggesting a diffuse splenic neoplasm (Fig. 1b) . Gallium scintigraphy (Fig. 1c) and whole body CT scanning revealed no abnormal lesions in other organs. Therefore, splenectomy was done for diagnosis; the operation progressed without complications. The resected spleen weighed 3,500 g (Fig. 1d) . Pathology findings showed diffuse large B-cell lymphoma (DLBCL) (Fig. 2) CD1 0 ( D) , b c l -2 , a n d b c l - (1) (2) (3) (6) (7) (8) (9) (10) (11) (12) . Moreover, other benign diseases such as tuberculosis, Castleman disease, sarcoidosis and adult onset still disease have also been diagnosed by splenectomy (2, 3, 7, 8 (2, 7, (9) (10) (11) (12) . Therefore, splenectomy is useful not only for diagnosis but also for treatment underlying hematologic malignancy.
F i g u r e 2 . P a t h o l o g i c a l f i n d i n g s s h o we d d i l a t a t i o n o f r e d p u l p a n d d i f f u s e l y p r o l i f e r a t i v e l a r g e l y mp h o i d c e l l s ( A) . T h e s u r f a c e a n t i g e n s we r e p o s i t i v e f o r CD2 0 ( B ) a n d MI B 1 ( C) a n d n e g a t i v e f o r
Here, we reported a rare case of localized huge splenic lymphoma diagnosed by splenectomy and the risk and benefit of splenectomy were described. In conclusion, we recommend splenectomy for patients with huge splenomegaly in order to determine the appropriate diagnosis and therapeutic efficacy, unless severe complications are present.
